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[We] refuse to accept a thesis attributed to Karl Barth: “Belief cannot argue 
with unbelief: it can only preach to it.” To concede such a claim would be 
to despair, not only of reason, but of human solidarity. It would be to 
accept a sort of religious racism, in which the saved and the damned are, at 
least in this most crucial respect, different kinds of creatures. It would be to 
recognize a cold war of the mind, in which there can be no room for 
genuine and fruitful dialogue between the enlightened and the 
unenlightened. 
 
        Antony Flew 
 
 
 
 
Truly we cannot limit reality to something whose existence even the dullest 
and most superficial person has neither the desire nor the possibility of 
denying. Surely there is more. Just as there are scientific instruments to 
establish a “more” in the sphere of the material world, so too without 
instruments, but not without the higher development of spirit, there are 
experiences which grasp . . . eternity. 
 
        Karl Rahner 
 



Contents 

 
1 Peter Kreeft, “Why Debate the Existence of God?”     1 
 
2  Thomas Aquinas, “Reason and Faith”      15 
 
3 Paul Edwards, “Atheism and the Kinds of Theism”     22 
 
4 William Clifford, “It is Wrong to Believe without Evidence”   26 
 
5 Blaise Pascal, “The Wager”        32 
 
6 J. L. Mackie, “Pascal’s Wager”       36 
 
7 Kai Nielsen, “A Survey of Some of the Reasons for Atheism”   41 
 
8 Antony Flew, “A Parable”        51 
 
9  A. J. Ayer, “The Meaninglessness of Religious Language”    54 
 
10 Thomas Aquinas, “Five Ways of Proving the Existence of God”   60 
 
11 G. W. Leibniz, “The Only Sufficient Reason of Contingency”   67 
 
12 Bertrand Russell and Frederick Copleston, “Does the Universe  

Need an Explanation?”       68 
 

13 William Lane Craig, “The Kalam Cosmological Argument”    77 
  
14 Samuel Clarke, “Some One Immutable and Independent Being”   86 
 
15 Herbert Spencer, “Consciousness of the Absolute”     88 
 
16 David Hume, “Like Effects and Like Causes”     93 
 
17 William Paley, “The Watch”        103 
 
18 Robin Collins, “Fine Tuning”        112 
 
19 Richard Dawkins, “Explaining the Very Improbable”    117 
 
20 Phillip Johnson, “Darwinist Religion”      132 
 
21 E. F. Schumacher, “Faith and Adequation”      141 
 



22 C. S. Lewis, “The Cardinal Difficulty of Naturalism”    150 
 
23 Harold J. Morowitz, “Rediscovering the Mind”     161 
 
24 J. L. Mackie, “The Argument from Consciousness”     170 
 
25 Jean-François Revel and Matthieu Ricard, “Scientific Method 
  and Nonmaterial Consciousness”      183 
 
26 David Hume, “Miracles”        195 
 
27 C. S. Lewis, “Probability”        206 
 
28 Michael Martin, “The Evidential Argument from Evil”    213 
 
29 John Stuart Mill, “Evil and a Finite God”      224 
 
30 Alvin Plantinga, “The Free Will Defense”      231 
 
31 George Mavrodes, “Too Heavy for God?”      244 
 
32 Augustine, “Whence Evil?”        248 
 
33 C. S. Lewis, “The Law of Right and Wrong”      251 
 
34 Immanuel Kant, “A Morally Rational Faith”      258 
 
35 Sharon M. Kaye and Harry J. Gensler, “Is God the Source of Morality?”  260 
 
36 Antony Flew, “Is Religious Experience a Proof of God? No”   271 
 
37 Keith Yandell, “Is Religious Experience a Proof of God? Yes”   283 
 
38 Anselm, “The Ontological Argument”      291 
 
39 Bonaventure, “The Presence of God in the Inner Sanctum of the Soul”  294 
 
40 René Descartes, “A Clear and Distinct Idea of God”     299 
 
41 James S. Cutsinger, “Thinking the Unthinkable”     305 
 
42 E. F. Schumacher, “Attention and Self-Knowledge”     330 
 
43 D. E. Harding, “On Having No Head”      344 
 
44 Ramana Maharshi, “Realization of the True Self”     352 



 
45 Lorenzo Scupoli et al., “Control of the Senses”     362 
 
46 Meister Eckhart, “‘God’ vs. God”        366 
 
47 Antony Flew, “Conversion to Deism”      371 
 
48 Ludwig Wittgenstein, “Whereof One Cannot Speak One Must Be Silent”  381 
 
 

An Appendix of Additional Curiosities 
 
 
A Sigmund Freud, “Religion as Illusion”      384 
 
B Alan Watts, “The Infinite”        388 
 
C Boethius, “Free Will and Divine Omniscience”     397 
 
D Richard Dawkins, “Survival Machines”      400 
 
E Christoph Cardinal Schönborn, “Evolutionism and the Ideology 
  of Modern Science”        409 
 
F Owen Barfield, “The Rainbow”       418 
 
G Raymond M. Smullyan, “Is God a Taoist?”      424 
 
H Plato, “Euthyphro”         444 
 
I A. J. Ayer, “What I Saw When I Was Dead”      454 
 
J Dionysius the Areopagite, “The Transcendent Cause of All Things”  462 
 
K Ludwig Feuerbach, “Man as God”       467 
 
L Ibn Arabi, “The Believer Praises Himself”      473 
 
M Mircea Eliade, “Yoga”         474 


